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2026 STUDENT AWARD WINNERS

AFPC Graduate Student Research Award
Purpose: To recognize the best research paper written by a graduate student, and 
accepted for publication or published, during the calendar year preceding the AFPC 
annual meeting. 

Amin Adibi, University of British Columbia

AFPC / CFP Graduate Student Award for Pharmacy Practice Research
Purpose: To recognize the best pharmacy practice research paper by a graduate stu-
dent, published or accepted for publication during the year preceding the AFPC annual 
meeting. 

Pilar Robinson Gonzalez, Dalhousie University

AFPC Student Research Poster Awards
Purpose: To stimulate and foster the development of research programs and research 
skills, in all areas of pharmacy, by undergraduate and graduate students (3 national 
awards)

Maxime Murphy, Université de Montréal
Yasmin Aboelzahab, University of Toronto
Mahnoor Shah, University of Waterloo

AFPC Whit Matthews Undergraduate Student Poster Award
Purpose: To recognize the best undergraduate student posters presented at the annual 
AFPC conference.

AFPC Whit Matthews Graduate Student Poster Award
Purpose: To recognize the best graduate student posters presented at the annual AFPC 
conference.
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2026 FACULTY AWARD WINNERS

AFPC New Investigator Research Award
Purpose: To recognize outstanding research achievements and contributions of the 
junior members of the academic staff of faculties, colleges or schools of pharmacy in 
Canada. 

Hagar Labouta, University of Toronto

AFPC / Pharmascience Award for Innovation in Education 
Purpose: To recognize the development of a significant innovation in teaching, learning 
and/or assessment that has been implemented and evaluated by members of the aca-
demic staff and are currently in place and operating within a faculty, college or school 
of pharmacy within Canada. 

Anne Pelletier-Germain, Université Laval

AFPC / Pfizer Research Career Award 
Purpose: To stimulate and foster the development of research programs in all areas 
of pharmacy by recognizing research excellence of members of the academic staff of 
faculties, colleges or schools of pharmacy in Canada. 

Andrea Edginton, University of Waterloo

AFPC Honoured Life Membership
Purpose: To recognize an individual’s outstanding contribution to AFPC at a national 
level, in accordance with established criteria. Honoured Life Members shall have the 
right to belong to AFPC as a member for their lifetime. 

Ingrid Sketris, Dalhousie University
Gilles Leclerc, Université de Montréal

AFPC /CFP Past Presidents’ Award

Shawn Bugden, Memorial University

AFPC Educational Scholarship Poster Award
Purpose: To recognize the best innovative and effective educational scholarship poster 
presented by a faculty member at the AFPC annual conference. 
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STUDENT AWARDS

AFPC Graduate Student Research Award

Purpose: To recognize the best research paper written by a graduate student, and 
accepted for publication or published, during the calendar year preceding the AFPC 
annual meeting. 

Amin Adibi
University of British Columbia

Amin Adibi is a research scientist and a Ph.D. 
candidate at the Faculty of Pharmaceutical 
Sciences at UBC. 

Amin was raised in the mountains of West-
ern Iran and finished a Master of Science 
in biomedical engineering at the University 
of Calgary, before moving to the unceded 
territories of the Musqueam, Squamish, and 
Tsleil-Waututh Nations in 2015. 

He is a co-organizer of the Machine Learning for Health Symposium, a senior 
collaborator of the Global Burden of Disease study, and an advisory committee 
member for the Global Lung Function Initiative. His doctoral research bridges 
computer science and medicine and applies an algorithmic fairness lens to issues 
of racial bias and health equity in pulmonary function testing. 

Through his role as a UBC Public Scholar, he works to bring nuance to public dis-
cussions about algorithmic bias in medicine while advocating for rigorous assess-
ment of statistical and artificial intelligence models as they become increasingly 
prevalent in clinical care.
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AFPC / Canadian Foundation for Pharmacy Graduate Student 
Award for Pharmacy Practice Research

Purpose: To recognize the best pharmacy practice research paper by a graduate 
student, published or accepted for publication during the year preceeding the AFPC 
annual meeting.

Pilar Robinson Gonzalez
Dalhousie University

Pilar Robinson Gonzalez is a second-year 
PhD student at the College of Pharmacy at 
Dalhousie University. She earned a Bachelor 
of Pharmacy in New Zealand before relocat-
ing to Canada to undertake graduate studies. 

Under the supervision of Dr. Kyle Wilby, she 
completed an MSc focused on the evaluation 
of a pilot study involving pharmacist-pre-
scribed HIV pre-exposure prophylaxis. She investigated how community pharma-
cies can be leveraged to improve equitable access to sexual health services, and 
what recruitment methods and promotional strategies may increase uptake of 
such services by underserved populations. 

STUDENT AWARDS
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STUDENT AWARDS

AFPC Student Research Poster Awards

Purpose: To stimulate and foster the development of research programs and research 
skills, in all areas of pharmacy, by undergraduate and graduate students (three (3) 
national awards).

Maxime Murphy
Université de Montréal

Maxime Murphy is currently a PhD candidate 
in pharmaceutical sciences at Université de 
Montréal, following a fast-track transfer to 
the doctoral program that reflects both his 
academic excellence and strong commit-
ment to research. He completed a bachelor’s 
degree in biopharmaceutical sciences at 
Université de Montréal, including an honors 
research track, which he concluded with a 
capstone internship at the Platform of Bio-
pharmacy of the Université de Montréal under the supervision of Grégoire Leclair. 
During this work, he contributed to the development of an alternative formulation 
method for propofol in response to drug shortages during the pandemic, a project 
that led to his first scientific publication.

His doctoral research is conducted jointly at the CRCHUM and the Platform of 
Biopharmacy. It focuses on the development and validation of bioanalytical meth-
ods to quantify anticancer drugs in biological matrices, particularly mouse plasma. 
These methods enable pharmacokinetic studies that are essential for understand-
ing drug disposition in vivo and optimizing therapeutic efficacy. In this context, his 
work aims to improve drug delivery strategies by integrating advanced approach-
es such as nanoencapsulation and ultrasound-mediated microbubble cavitation 
(UTMC), with the goal of enhancing the targeting and distribution of anticancer 
agents.
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STUDENT AWARDS

AFPC Student Research Poster Awards

Purpose: To stimulate and foster the development of research programs and research 
skills, in all areas of pharmacy, by undergraduate and graduate students (three (3) 
national awards).

Yasmin Aboelzahab
University of Toronto

Yasmin is a PhD student at Leslie Dan Faculty 
of Pharmacy at the University of Toronto. 

Her PhD project explores the role of phar-
macists in supporting international students 
while transitioning from the healthcare sys-
tem in their country of origin to the Canadian 
healthcare system. 

She completed her master’s degree at the 
Translational Research Program at the University of Toronto, where she conducted 
her capstone project on decreasing psychological stress associated with the recent 
diagnosis of Parkinson’s disease. Additionally, she serves as a residence advisor to 
support graduate students at University of Toronto’s family housing. 

Yasmin is also a foreign-trained pharmacist who received her Bachelor of Pharma-
ceutical Sciences from Tanta University, Egypt, where she practiced as a hospital 
and community pharmacist. Her research interests include qualitative research, 
healthcare services research, pharmacy practice, and improving patient experi-
ence.
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FACULTY AWARDSSTUDENT AWARDS

AFPC Student Research Poster Awards

Purpose: To stimulate and foster the development of research programs and research 
skills, in all areas of pharmacy, by undergraduate and graduate students (three (3) 
national awards).

Mahnoor Shah
University of Waterloo

Mahnoor Shah is a fourth-year pharmacy 
student at the University of Waterloo. 

She completed an Honours Bachelor of 
Science in Molecular Biology and Genetics at 
McMaster University. 

Her academic interests in infectious diseases 
and drug formulation led her to pursue an 
independent research project in Dr. Emman-
uel Ho’s laboratory as part of the Pharm 401 course. In this role, she investigated 
nanoparticle drug delivery systems for the treatment of sexually transmitted 
infections.
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AFPC New Investigator Research Award

Purpose: To recognize outstanding research achievements and contributions of the 
junior members of the academic staff of faculties, colleges or schools of pharmacy in 
Canada.

Hagar Labouta
University of Toronto

Hagar Labouta is a Keenan Professor of 
Medical Discovery at Unity Health Toronto 
and Associate Professor at the University of 
Toronto, jointly appointed in the Leslie Dan 
Faculty of Pharmacy and the Institute of 
Biomedical Engineering. 

Before joining the University of Toronto, she 
was an Assistant Professor at the College 
of Pharmacy, University of Manitoba. Dr. 
Labouta received her Ph.D. in pharmaceutical nanotechnology from Saarland Uni-
versity (Germany) and completed several Postdocs at Helmholtz institute (Germa-
ny), and University of Calgary (Canada). 

Her team is using microfluidics to design nanoparticles for the aim of breaching 
biological barriers in applications related to Women’s Health. To ensure clinical 
translation of the novel therapies designed in her lab, her team develops human-
ized organ-on-a-chip models for preclinical evaluation of nanoparticles. 

Her lab is well-funded by national and international funds. Dr. Labouta has a 
strong publication record and is a co-inventor on an international patent for the 
development of nanosystems for intracellular targeting. 

She has won several awards and fellowships including Rising Women in Science 
and Member of the Year Award from the Controlled Release Society (USA), Early 
Career NanoOntario Award from NanoOntario (Canada), Interstellar Award from 
New York Academy of Sciences (USA), Innovation and Career Development Award 
by the Biomedical Engineering Society (USA), Apotheker Jacob Prize (Germany) 
and curriculum award for the Nanoscience Minor Program (Canada).

FACULTY AWARDS



FACULTY AWARDSFACULTY  AWARDS

AFPC / Pharmascience Award for Innovation in Education

Purpose: To recognize the development of a significant innovation in teaching, learning 
and/or assessment that have been implemented and evaluated by members of the ac-
ademic staff and are currently in place and operating within a faculty, college or school 
of pharmacy within Canada.

Anne Pelletier-Germain
Université Laval

Anne Pelletier-Germain is a pharmacist 
with a Bachelor’s degree in Pharmacy and 
an MBA in Business Administration. She is 
Director of Continuing Professional Devel-
opment at the Faculty of Pharmacy, Univer-
sité Laval, where she leads the design and 
implementation of innovative educational 
programs for pharmacists.
 
Since joining Université Laval in 2013 as a lecturer, she has contributed actively to 
the evolution of pharmacy education. In 2020, she was mandated to design and 
develop the Faculty’s Office of Continuing Professional Development, which she 
structured as a strategic platform aligned with the needs of professional practice.
 
Her work focuses on bridging academic training and real-world practice through 
competency-based and experiential learning approaches. She is the lead architect 
of the Physical and Mental Assessment Pathway for Pharmacists, an interprofes-
sional program that enables pharmacists to develop advanced clinical assessment 
skills.
 
In collaboration with the Ordre des pharmaciens du Québec, she also developed a 
support program for pharmacists not meeting practice standards. With her team, 
she has designed six nano-programs, along with other training pathways and tar-
geted educational activities, all developed in response to practice needs.
 
Recognized for her ability to translate practice needs into concrete educational 
solutions, Anne promotes active learning, simulation, and training that is directly 
applicable in care settings.
 
Through the scope and structuring nature of her work, she contributes to the 
evolution of pharmacy education and the expanding role of pharmacists in primary 
care.
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AFPC / Pfizer Research Career Award

Purpose: To stimulate and foster the development of research programs in all areas 
of pharmacy by regognizing research excellance of members of the academic staff of 
faculties, colleges or schools of pharmacy in Canada. 

Andrea Edginton
University of Waterloo

Professor Andrea Edginton, PhD, is the 
Director of the School of Pharmacy at the 
University of Waterloo and an internation-
ally recognized leader in quantitative clinical 
pharmacology with over 140 peer-reviewed 
publications. 

Her research focuses on the development 
and application of physiologically based 
pharmacokinetic (PBPK) and population 
pharmacokinetic models in drug development and human health risk assessment. 

Dr. Edginton heads the modeling component of the Web-Accessible Population 
Pharmacokinetics Service – Hemophilia (WAPPS-Hemo.org) project, which tailors 
treatment prophylaxis for persons with hemophilia and is used in over 850 hemo-
philia treatment centres in 50+ countries. Her contributions to research, training, 
and leadership have earned her multiple national and international awards and 
have positioned her as a key voice in precision therapeutics. 

She is COO and co-founder of the clinical decision support tool – MAPflow and 
Vice President of Design 2 Code Inc., a software development and pharmacomet-
rics consulting company. She has supervised numerous MSc and PhD trainees and 
is recognized for fostering highly skilled scientists at the interface of pharmacy, 
engineering, and data science.

FACULTY AWARDS
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FACULTY AWARDSFACULTY  AWARDS

AFPC Honoured Life Membership

Purpose: Awarded to eligible individuals to recognize their outstanding contribution to 
the Association of Faculties of Pharmacy of Canada at a national level, in accordance 
with established criteria.

Ingrid Sketris
Dalhousie University

Ingrid Sketris is a graduate of the University 
of Toronto (BSc(Phm)), the University of Min-
nesota (PharmD), the University of Tennes-
see Centre for Health Sciences (Residency in 
Clinical Toxicology/Pharmacy Practice), and 
Dalhousie University (MPA(HSA)). She is a 
post‑retirement professor in the College of 
Pharmacy at Dalhousie University. 
 
She served as AFPC president in           
1999–2000. She is a fellow of the Canadian Society of Hospital Pharmacists, the 
American College of Clinical Pharmacy, the Canadian Academy of Health Sciences 
and the International Society of Pharmacoepidemiology. Her honours include the 
CPhA Centennial Award and the Pfizer/AFPC Research Career Award. 
 
She has served on the Scientific Advisory Panel of the Canadian Coordinating 
Office for Health Technology Assessment and on boards including the Canadian 
Council for Accreditation of Pharmacy Programs, the Patented Medicine Prices 
Review Board and Research Canada. She was also a member of the CIHR Advisory 
Board for Health Services and Policy Research and a nongovernmental councillor 
of the Health Council of Canada. 
 
From 2000–2011, she held a Canadian government–funded research chair in drug 
use management and policy, examining factors affecting medication management 
to improve safety, effectiveness and affordability. Her research identifies gaps in 
appropriate use and evaluates strategies to address them. 
 
Since 2011, she has served on the steering committee of the Canadian Network 
for Observational Drug Effect Studies (www.cnodes.ca) and is on the editorial 
board of Health Reform Observer.
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FACULTY AWARDS

AFPC Honoured Life Membership

Purpose: Awarded to eligible individuals to recognize their outstanding contribution to 
the Association of Faculties of Pharmacy of Canada at a national level, in accordance 
with established criteria.

Gilles Leclerc
Université de Montréal

A pharmacist (1989) and holder of a PhD in 
Educational Sciences with a specialization in 
measurement and evaluation (2013), Gilles 
Leclerc has been actively involved in several 
interest groups, the Council of Faculties and 
the Board of Directors of the Association of 
Faculties of Pharmacy of Canada. 

Throughout his involvement at the Univer-
sité de Montréal and within AFPC, he has 
been a staunch advocate of evidence-based pedagogy and collaborative practices 
to address the evolving challenges facing pharmacy education in Canada.



2026 AFPC AWARDS 14

FACULTY AWARDSFACULTY  AWARDS

AFPC / CFP Past Presidents’ Award

Shawn Bugden
Memorial University

Dr. Bugden is a pharmacist, educator, and 
health‑system leader whose career has 
been defined by advancing the safe and 
effective use of medications across Canada. 
He completed his pharmacy training and 
post‑graduate work at the University of 
Manitoba, followed by additional studies at 
the University of Washington and the Uni-
versity of Oxford. His early career included 
more than a decade in hospital pharmacy 
management, with a particular commitment 
to improving pharmacy practice in rural and 
remote communities through both hospital 
and community‑based roles. 
 
A respected researcher in pharmacoepidemiology and evidence‑based medi-
cine, Dr. Bugden’s work focuses on optimizing medication use to improve pa-
tient outcomes and inform health policy. His research spans medication safety, 
drug utilization, pharmacoeconomics, opioid stewardship, and the evaluation of 
over‑diagnosis and over‑treatment in chronic disease. Current projects include 
improving medication use in dementia, advancing opioid policy and stewardship, 
and strengthening pharmacy workforce planning.

As an educator, he is known for his excellence in teaching pharmacoepidemiology, 
pharmacoeconomics, biostatistics, critical appraisal, and evidence‑based medicine, 
shaping the next generation of pharmacists and clinician‑scientists. 
 
Dr. Bugden’s contributions have been recognized through numerous honours, 
including the 2024 Canadian Pharmacists Association Past Presidents Award, the 
2015 Pharmacist of the Year Award from the College of Pharmacists of Manito-
ba, multiple teaching awards, and several distinctions for leadership and service 
within the profession.
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FACULTY AWARDS

AFPC Whit Matthews Undergraduate Student Poster Award

Purpose: To recognize the best undergraduate student posters presented at the annual 
AFPC conference.

Name
University

Poster: Description 

AFPC Whit Matthews Graduate Student Poster Award

Purpose: To recognize the best graduate student posters presented at the annual AFPC 
conference.

Name
University

Poster: Description 

AFPC Educational Scholarship Poster Award

Purpose: To recognize the best innovative and effective educational scholarship poster 
presented by a faculty member at the AFPC annual conference.

Name
University

Poster: Description

CPERC POSTER  AWARDS
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AWARD SPONSORS

Thank you to our award sponsors for your generous support!

Thank you to our 2026 awards committee for all your hard work!

Olivier Barbier, Chair, Université Laval
Jason Perepelkin, Co-Chair, University of Saskatchewan

Linnea Hodge, University of Manitoba
Candace Necyk, University of Alberta

Chiranjeev Sanyal, Dalhousie University
Kathy Seto, University of British Columbia


